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. To che Hoxounante 
 Frederi ck Frankland, E & ; 


LATELY 


One of the Commiſſioners of his 


Maj eſty 8 Revenue in 1 reland : 


NO 


Commiſion 0 of Exciſe i in in Englond. 


SIR, 


HE hich Station wherein you had lately 
| | the Honour of ſerving his Majeſty in 


this Kingdom: And the Manner in 
which you executed that important Truſt; in 


all Things ſetting an Example of the moſt 


affectionate Duty and Loyalty to his Majeſty : 


Fidelity in your Office: Regard to the Rights 


of the Subject: Supporting of the Oppreſled : | 


And an Eye ſteadily fixed on promoting the 
real Intereſts of this Kingdom: All theſe de- 


termined me to implore your Patronage to a 
Scheme ſincerely deſigned to promote the Hap- 


pinefs of my Country, and the eu of his 
Majeſty's Revenue. 


As 


"% 


DEDICATION. 


As your Promotion to a Poſt of the ſame 
Nature, but of more extenſive Influence, in 
England, cannot abate that generous Warmth 
wherewith you eſpouſed the Intereſts of 8 
whoſe Happineſs is connected with, and, in 
all Points, depends upon that of Great Britain : 


I ſtill perſiſt in laying this Pamphlet at your 


Feet, as a Mark of that public Gratitude which 
all true Lovers of this Kingdom owe to you, 
and as a Claim to that future Protection, and 
good Offices, we expect from you. 


Tux well known Parts of your Character 
reflect no ſmall Honour on the Author (and, 
I fear, may give him ſome- Appearance of 
Vanity) in publiſhing to the World his grate- 
ful Senſe of that particular Condeſcenſion and 
| Regard you have been pleaſed to ſhew to, 


STR, 
Your moſt obliged 
e 


bumble Servant, 


WILLIAM HENRV. 


, 
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25 dear Friends and Countrymen,. 


— HE great Attention'ye were pleaſed 
do give to an Addreſs made to you 
ſome Years ago, to animate your 
' , Zeal for your, Country, and to ſtir 
up your yak Reſentment againſt the Pretender, 
and. his wicked, Adherents, encourages me to 
diſcloſe to you. a moſt dangerous Enemy, who 
is at this very Time actually deſtroying our 
Country and happy Conftitutiqn. This Enemy 
is. the, more dangerous, becauſe not ſuſpected. 
He is. already harboured i in moſt of your Hou- 
ſes : And, under the Maſk and fawning Ap- 
pearances of Friendſhip, has cut many of your 
Neighbours, Throats ; and will not fail to do 
the ſame c for Tory. one of vou that truſts 
him. 1 3 

Dogs the, . Notice of (ach an helliſh 
Conſpiracy. alarm. vou? L are awakened 
ye are ready to ery out, Who! ? — Where is 
this accurſed lurking Enemy ? '— Bring him out 


that we may be avenged., I Y 
B e 


( 2 ] 

Tuar I may not keep you in Suſpence, 

Tue Enemy, the Deſtroyer of your Country 
is SPIRITUOUS LIQUOR. This, under the 
various Names and Kinds, of. Brandy, Rum, 
Gin, Uſquebagh, and, above all, of Whiſky, 
has ſpread over all Parts of Jreland; nor is 
there any Place from Cape. Clear in the County 
of Corke,, to Fair Head, the northermoſt Pro- 
montory in Antrim, wherein it has not ſhed its 


Poiſon: The Wifdom and Vigilance of the 


Britiſh Legiſlature has laid it of late under 
ſome Diſabilities in Great Britain. But, like 
the Footpads, Robbers, and Aſſaſſins, when 
hunted thence, it flees to Ireland, to diſturb 
the Peace of his Majeſty's loyal Subjects here. 
In the antient barbarous Times in this King- 
dom, only two Kinds of Ndirituous Liquors were 
known, Uſquebagh, which is an Triſh Word ſig- 
pifying the Water of Life. This was uſed by 
the great Men at their Feaſts, The other, Bul- 
which was the Egteztainment of their Vaſſals 
and Slaves. Nor was the Uſe of theſe Spirits 
general. They were moſtly confined to the 
Coaſt of the Shannon, Lough Erne, the Bog of 


Allen, and ſuch Places where the Air was cor- 
rupted by great Woods, extended Lakes, Bogs 


and Fens. But ſince our Country has been im- 
proved, we have refined in the Arts of Death. 

Theſe Spirits are no longer confined to the Fens, 
where, in ſome Caſes, they might have been of 


Uſe; but have infeſted all Parts. Legions of 


Fiends have invaded us; every Coaſt, every 


Mountain, every Hill, every Piece of dry Ground, 
every 


1 
every City, every Village is poſſeſſed and blaſted. 
This Plague is no longer confined to the Dregs 
of the People : It has ſeized the Manufacturers, 
the Huſbandmen, the Women, the young Chil- 
dren, and even the Gentlemen; who, in many 
Places, now uſe great Quantities of Whiſky in- 


| ſtead of milder Liquors; and that, under the 


Pretence of ſerving their Country. They hurry 
themfelves impetuouſly into the Grave, for the 
public Good, like' the great Roman, who gal- 
lantly leapt into the Gulph to fave his Country. 
Tuis being notoriouſly the Caſe, the Love of 
my dear Country conſtrains me to lay before 
you the fatal Effects of /pirituous Liquors with 


reſpect to your Lives; your intellectual Po]W 9 


ers; your religious, your moral, your political 
Intereſts. And if I can make it ſufficiently clear, 
that ſpirituous Liquors are the Bane and Deſtruction 
of all theſe; I need do no more to raiſe: the Ab- 
horrence of every one who hath the ſmalleſt 
Spark of Honour and public Spirit, or even the 
leaſt Senſations of Humanity about him. 

BEFORE I begin this Taſk, I muſt enter one 
Caveat, that no Part of my Argument is deſigned 
for the Uſe of old hardened Drinkers of Spirits. 
The Bowels of ſuch Wretches have loſt all Feel- 
ing; and their Senſes are grown callous. It 1s 
as weak an Attempt to think of reclaiming au 
old Drunkard, as it would have been to infule 


Loyalty into that old Rebel the late Lord Lava! 


With reſpect, therefore, to all ſuch, whom the 
Author of Siris very properly calls, the Devil's 


Decoys, T make Proclamation ; 


Procul ! O procul ite Profani ! 
B 2 „„ 


141 
Or rather, Sleep and doſe on in your Drunk- 

_ + enneſs, until ye lift up your Eyes being in 

% Torments.” Yet as nothing is impoſſible with 

God; I beſeech him to reclaim you. 
Bor as for you, my dear Friends and Coun- 

trymen, who either have not taſted, or have 

not yet drank deep of, the invenomed Cup, let 
me intreat you to conſider the fatal Effects of 
ſpirituous Liquors. | 

O your Bodies and animal Conflitution. - The 
whole Train of Miſeries which they bring on 
the Body may be deduced from one ſimple Ob- 
ſervation, which is allowed by all Phyſicians, 
and has been confirmed by many Experiments, 
particularly by the moſt learned and ingenious 
the Reverend Dr. Stephen Hals. 
„Tur all ſpirituous, Liquors coagulate and 

«© thicken the Blood; and, at the ſame Time, 

contract and narrow the Blood-Veſſels. 
Tun alſo deftroy and burn up the red Parts 

of the Blood, and impoveriſh the whole Maſs 
to ſuch a Degree, as to make the whole vapid, 
and occaſion, ſometimes, the Quantity of Serum 

to be ten Times as great as that of the red 

Globllles, wherein the Whole Strength doth 

conſiſt. 

Pulis one Quality Hacer at once a double 
Miſchief; it renders the Blood leſs fit for Circu- 
lation, and, at the ſame Time, obſtructs the 

Paſſages through which it is to circulate. What 

an endleſs Train of Obſtructions and Miſchiefs 

muſt enſue from hence through the whole animal 

OEconomy i is obvious. | | 


Tur 


Lo. 

Taz Blood becomes ſo condenſed, that it can 
no longer anſwer the great Purpoſe of Nutrition. 
The finer Parts, that cannot be coagulated, fly 
off. The vital Powers languiſh. Hence pro- 
ceed Atrophies, Obſtructions in the Glands and 
capillary Veſſels, Stoppage of Perſpiration, bleared 
Eyes, clammy Sweats, Hectics, and Death. 
LIAr us enquire more particularly into the 
Miſchiefs occaſioned in the principal great Or- 
gans of the Body. 

In the Stomach, the Salva is rendered unfit for 
Digeſtion. Its Coats grow hard and loſe their 
Tone, the Food lies as a crude Lump. Hence 
Hickups, Vomitings, Loathings, Dyſenteries, 
and Convulſions. The habitual Drinker of 
Spirits ſoon loſes all Appetite. To relieve him- 
ſelf againſt which Evil, his Stomach, chilled by 
the Uſe of hot Liquors, craves a freſh Supply of 
the fatal Doſe. This gives a momentary Relief: 
But ſtill increaſes the Evil; until, at laſt, the 
Spring 1s utterly deſtroyed. 

Wuen the Stomach, the main Spring in the 
Body, has loſt its Force, the whole Machine 
which depends thereon muſt lag, The Indigeſ- 
tions that paſs on from -it muſt occaſion terrible 
Obſtructions in all the other great Veſſels, which 
are continually increaſed and inflamed by the 
corroſive Quality. which Aare Liquors give 
the Blood. | 
Tux Indigeſtions of the Stomach immediately 
occaſion Obſtructions in the lacteal Veſſels. The 
Chyle cannot pals, | whence ariſes a ee 
Conſumption. 


NoNE 


AN 
Nox of the great Veſſels are more immedi- 
ately affected by Spirits than the Kidneys and 
urinary Paſſages. Theſe were made for depu- 


rating the Blood, and carrying off thoſe groſs 


and falt Particles, for the Diſcharge of which 
the inſenſible Perſpiration is not ſufficient: 
Now ſpirituous Liquors contract the Veſſels in the 
| Kidneys to ſuch a Degree, that nothing but 
clear Serum paſſes. The Malt Particles, and all 
the groſſer Parts, are carried back into the 
Blood, and there produce Fevers and Inflamma- 
tions. This alſo is the immediate Occaſion of 
the Gravel, Stone, and Impoſthumes in the Kid- 
neys and Bladder. I remember an Inſtance of 
a remarkable Drinker of JYhiſky, who dy'd i in 
Mercer's Hoſpital. Upon being opened, his 
Bladder was found ſo contracted, that it would 
not contain one Spoonful, and at the ſame Time 
as thick as a Piece 'of tann'd Soal-Leather. 
The famous Profeſſor Albinus made the like Ob- 
ſervation on the Stomach of a Woman, who 
deſtroy'd herſelf by drinking ſpirituous Liquors. 
He found the Stomach contracted to the Size 
of the Gut called Duodenum. 
Wär fatal Havock is made in that great 
Organ, the Liver, whoſe Contexture is ſo looſe, 
and its Veſſels tender? It is impoſſible for ſuch 
Perſons to eſcape, for any long Time, Obſtruc- 
tions in this Part. Hence proceed Jaundice, 
Schirrous, Abſceſſes, and Dropſies, the common 
End of hard Drinkers. And Phyſicians have 
obſerved, that ſuch Diſorders, coming on che 
Drinkers of Spirits, are incurable. 


How 


1 

Ho often does the Uſe of Spirits inflame 
the Lungs, and bring on Conſumptions, if not 
ſudden Death. And indeed it would ſeem won- 
derful, if ſo many fiery Particles inflaming the 
Blood, and hurrying it with a double Velocity 
through the tender Veſſels of the Lungs, and, 
at the ſame Time, contracting. thoſe Yelicls, 
ſhould not cauſe ſome Rent in them. 

1 reflect with Horror on the unhappy kiſiance | 
of a Man whom I was called on to viſit, the 
Morning after he had drank plentifully of 
Whiſky. An Artery. burſt in his Lungs, out of 
which all the Blood was diſcharged in leſs than 
half an Hour. What made this Scene more 
ſhocking . was, that J had warned him of this 
Danger but two Days before. But, as an emi- 
nent Phyſician obſerved; from his own unhappy 
Experience, hen Men have got an Habit of 
„ drinking Spirits, they will go on, though they ſaw 
„Hell. fire burning before them.” © 

Tux moſt miſchievous and immediate Havock 
made by ſpirituous Liquors is in the BRAIN. 
Tuis great Organ is of the moſt delicate Con- 
texture, being appointed by Providence for the 
Secretion of the Animal Spirits, which are the 
Medium whereby all animal vos en mo. 
tions are performed. 

Tur ſmalleſt Obſtruction in the 1 
Part of this Organ muſt occaſion infinite Con- 
fuſion in the whole Body; if not immediate 
Death. Yet nothing can be more obvious 
than the direct Tendency of /pirituous Liquors 
do occaſion theſe Obſtructions. The Blood, be- 

ing condenſed by its Mixture with kot Spirits, 


is 


% 


[8] 
is rendered unfit to circulate through the ſmall 
Veſſels of the Brain, and; at the ſame Time, 
thoſe Paſſages are contracted, and its Motion 
greatly accelerated. This muſt gorge up the 
Blood in the Brain, and occaſion frightful Dil- 
tenſions of its tender Veſſels. The Brain, and 
its ſmalleſt Branchings are curiouſly wrapt. up 
in that delicate Membrane, called by Anatomiſts, 
the Pia Mater, which permeates even the very 


medullary Subſtance of the Brain. This Mem- 


brane is full of Blood-Veſſels, which are not 
ſheathed with a muſcular Coat, as in other Parts 
of the Body; and, conſequently, are the more 
apt to be diſtended or rent. The leaſt Diſten- 


on of theſe moſt ſenſible Veſſels, gecaſions thoſe 
| intenſe. Head-aches and Reachings to which 


Drunkards are ſubject; if the Membranes! are 
conſiderably inflamed, it occifions . outrageous 
Furies, Frenzies, and frequently an incurable 


Madneſs. Beſides, all theſe Diſturbances ob- 
ſtruc the Secretion of animal Spirits, which 


cauſes a drooping Languor over the whole Frame, 
Palſies, Convulſions, and, oft- times, a Fracture 
of ſome Veſſel in the Brain; the Conſequence of 


which is an Apoplexy, and inſtantaneous Death. 
Wr either fee, or hear, every Week of theſe 
_ unhappy Conſequences, Furies, Phrenzies, Mad- 


nefs, Convulfrons; and Apoplexies. And, in- 


deed, conſidering che Texture of the Brain, it 


an amaxing Inſtance of God's Goodneſs, that 
any Dram. drinker eſcapes tlem. 


+ God has, in his tender Care bf us, gitarded 


the Braitt witli ſtrong Membranes ; he has 
fencedꝭ it from by that firm and curious 
Arch | 


7 


unhappy State of ſuch a Man better than in the 


[9] 
Arch the Skull, that nothing from without might 
diſturb it. But wicked, wicked Man, not find- 


ing it eaſy to deſtroy this divine Workmanſhip 


from without, has contrived to inject into it 
poiſonous fiery Spirits, to deſtroy its inward Con- 
texture, and tear it to Pieces. I may apply to 


this Caſe St. James's Obſeryation, on another 


Occaſion, ** The Frame ＋ Marte is fet on Fire 
«© of Hell.“ 

Tus are e ſome of the 3 Conſequences 
which the Ute of ſpirituous Liquors produces in 
the Body and its principal Organs. Yet this is 


" not the worſt. As in this preſent Period of our 


Exiſtence, the Body is the great Inſtrument 
which the Soul makes Uſe of in its Operations, 
it is impoſſible to have the bodily Powers, efpe- 
cially thoſe of the Brain, oppreſſed, without 


weakening the intellectual Faculties, and de- 


baſing the Soul itſelf. The habitual Drinker of 
Drams ſeems to have nearly loſt the very Faculty 
of thinking. His ſtupified Senſes and Imagina- 
tion furniſh him with very few new Ideas; and 
the old ones, which were laid up in his Memory, 
that Storehouſe of Knowledge, are expunged 
and forgotten. A dark gloomy Cloud hangs 
over his Underftanding. If at any Time he 
thinks, it is by ſudden Starts, hke a Man awake- 
ing out of Sleep, and immediately finks again 
into his Doſing. But, to ſerious Reflection, and 


all the Joys of calm Reaſon, the Glory of a Man, 


he is an utter Stranger. I cannot expreſs the 


Words of the great Earl of Srrafford. He is 
C „ drunk” 


10 

* drunk to Honour, drunk to all Reſpects of 
« Friends, and, by unequal ſtaggering Paces, 
goes to his Grave with Confuſion of Face.“ 

I ſpeak to you, young Men: when ſome old 
Sot firſt puts the. poiſonous Cup into your Hand, 
and calls you a Churl if you refuſe to pledge him; 
your Good-nature and Modeſty may prevail on 
you to comply. You have, at firſt, no Liking to 
the Doſe, but ſwallow it for Fear of offending ; 
nor do you foreſee the Conſequences which I 
have laid before you. But let me intreat you, 
touch not, handle not, taſte not; for no ſooner have 
you got it into your Mouth, but you have got 
the Poiſon of Aſps under your Tongue. 

Paix ſtrongly to your Imagination the miſe- 


rable Figure to which Perſons, once as innocent 
as you are now, have been reduced. Caſt your 


Eyes on the habitual Dram-drinker, with his 
Limbs decrepid by the Gout; his Reins and 
Bladder tortured with the Stone, the great Glands 
full of putrifying Sores ; his ſchirrous Liver 
ſwollen to an'enormous Load ; his dropſical Belly 
protuberant like a Tun; his aſthmatic Lungs 
panting for Breath; his ſhrivelled ghaſtly Coun- 
tenance diſcoloured into a blackiſh Yellow by 
the Jaundice ; his hollow Eyes unable to bear 

the Light; his driveling Looks; and his wretched 
Soul, incapable to endure its ſhattered Habita- 
tion, yet trembling with Horror at the Thoughts 
of being diſpoſſeſſed. Moſt of theſe are the 
Conſequences of drinking ſpirituous Liguors. Hold 


your Hand, O young Man! and count the Coſt, 


no leſs than the Ruin of Soul and Body, before 
you begin. ; 5 


8 — 
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111 F 
Ir was a barbarous Policy in the Spartans to 
make the Helotes, their Slaves, drunk, and expoſe 
them, in order to deter their Youth from this 
beaſtly Vice. But ought not we, who ſee many 
ſuch voluntary Slaves ſtaggering in our Streets, 
to take Warning by them? 

Tux fatal Effects which ſpirituous Liquors pro- 
duce in the animal OEconomy ſufficiently demon- 
ſtrate what ſad Havock this Plague muſt make 
of Mankind. It deſtroys the human Race ; and, 
at the ſame Time, prevents the recruiting of this 
Loſs by the ordinary Means of Generation. All 

ſpirituous Liquors are found, by the fatal Experi- 
ence of Nations, to enervate Mankind, to dry 
up the radical Moiſture in Men, and to render 
the Women barren. The antient Romans were 
ſo ſenſible of this Evil, that they would not per- 
mit their Women to drink Wine, though the 
Greek Wines uſed among them bore no Propor- 
tion to the fiery Quality of our ſpirituous Liquors. 
Among us, how little of this prudent Conduct 
is obſerved? How many young Women are 
debauched by drinking Spirits? How liberally is 
it given to Women with Child, to ſhrivel up the 
very Fruit in the Womb? How is it toped by 
Nurſes, and the Poiſon conveyed to the Infants 
>? that hang on their Breaſts, ſo that they are de- 
> ftroyedbytheveryMilk that ſhould nouriſh them? 

: And what is ſtill more monſtrous, how do theſe 
| brutiſh, unnatural Wretches often give the burn- 
ing Spirits to the young Children ; whoſe tender 
Fibres muſt ſhrink, and be meerly burnt up by 
ſuch an actual Cauteric ? 
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112 
Ix the epidemical Small- pox, which began at 
 Eqndenderry, and ſpread through the North in 
1750, moſt of the Children of the lower People, 
who were ſeized with it firſt, died; which was 
occalioned by an unhappy Practice of giving 
the Children Whiſky, in order to ſtrike out the 


Pox, as they tei med it. But no ſooner was this 


unhappy Practice diſuſed, than the Malignancy 
of the Diſtemper abated. 

Wr cry out juſtly at the horrid Barbarity of 
the Spaniards for their inhymanly deſtroying Mil- 
lions of the Inhabitants of the Kingdoms of Chili, 
Peru, and Mexico, in South America, No one can 
read the dreadful Scene of theſe Maſſacres, with- 
out having his Blood within him chilled. Yet 
what better have our own American Planters done 
by thoſe numerous Indian Nations that were in 
Friendſhip with us, by introducing Rum and 
other Hinte Liquors among them? Has it not 


"EET 


Aggravation of the Trucks, that the he, 


killed only the Body: But this other more cour- 


teous Cruelty deſtroys both Body and Soul. 

Bur it may be ſaid in Extenuation, that our 
Planters uſe the Indians no worſe than they uſe 
themſelves. Were it not for the continual Sup- 


plies of new Inhabitants from Europe, our Sugar 


Iſlands would ſoon be depopulated; yet there 
can be no Reaſon given, but the deſtructive Uſe 
of ſpirituous Liquors, why Men might, not live as 
well with Care there, as in other Climates in the 
ſame Latitude ; more eſpecially as all theſe Iſlands 
are rendered temperate by the daily regular Re- 
tuppe of the refreſhing Land and Sea Breezes. 

| Spirituous 
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Spirituaus Liquors do, indeed, in thoſe hot 
Climates, ſoon bring about the fatal Cataſtrophe. 
Yet the Poiſon is no leſs ſure, though more ſlow, 


in theſe temperate Climes. In the Appendix to 


Doctor Hales's friendly Admonition to the Drink- 
ers of Drams, it is, from a Calculation of the 
Chriſtenings and Burials in the Cities of London 
and Meſtminſter, made to appear plainly, that 
ſince the great Uſe of /pirituous Liquors, the Loſs 
of Mankind annually, upon a Medium, amounts 
to 9323, more than formerly, in that Diſtrict 
alone. And it is not to be doubted, that if the 
like Calculations could be made in other Places, 
where /pirituous Liquors are freely drank, the Loſs 
would be found nearly in the fame Proportion. 
Tux ſame moſt learned and ingenious Doctor, 
in his Addreſs to the Royal Society, computes, 


that a Million of the human Race are deſtroyed, 


by theſe accurſed Spirits, yearly ; which is greater 
Havock than is made by the Plague. Did God, 


in his Vengeance againſt a guilty Nation, ſend a 


Peſtilence, that deſtroyed a far leſs Number, 
how ſhould we look pale and aſtoniſhed, and 
tremble at the awful Stroke + Yet we daily bring, 
voluntarily, amore terrible Plague uponourſelves, 


and ſee it without any Concern ! 


Tux peſtilential Vapour which ſprung out . F 
the Earth in the Kingdom of Cathay, and occaſi- 


oned a Plague which ſwept off-a fourth Part of 


the human Race, was not ſo deſtructive a Peſti- 
lence; for it left the Means of ſoon reſtoring 
Mankind. But this infernal Spirit is continually 


| . down Multitudes of Mankind ; and, at 


the 


[14] 
the ſame Time, deſtroys the Means of their 
Propagation. 


Ir is found out by Chemiſts, that this deadly 
Quality, ſo deſtructive to human Bodies, is com- 
mon to all diſtilled fermented Liquors, whether 
diſtilled from Grapes, as is the French Brandy, or 
Grain, as is our Whiſky, or from Sugar, as is 
the Rum; that they all conſiſt of the ſame Prin- 
eiples, a Water, or Spirit, and an acid Oil. And 
that the only material Difference conſiſts in their 
Strength, Which makes the Poiſon operate more 
or leſs ſpeedily. The ſame has been proved of 

all the Compoſitions from theſe Spirits, however 

they may be diſguiſed and refined to make them 
more pleaſing and palatable. Such as Orange- 
Brandy, Ratafia, Cinnamon-water, Citron-water, 
Plague-water, and the like, which have found 
their Way into the Cabinets of People of Faſhion. 
The Difference only 1s, that the plain Spirits cut 


the Throat in a butcherly Manner, as with a 
Knife, the others' kill more gently, as with a 


Lancet. | 
Yer there are certain other Ingredients and 
Mixtures frequently made Uſe of in the Spirits 
_ drank by pur common 1 People, which give them a 


more than ordinary nauſeous and mortiferous 


Quality. 
I have been infrded by Officers in the Exciſe, 


that ſome Diſtillers. diſtil human Excrement, to 


| heighten the Spirit in their Whiſky. 
Ox has been caught with a Corpſe dug out of 


the Church-yard in his Still, in order to give his 


Spirits the Force of Sal Volatile. And nothing is. 
e N better 


Nen 
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better known than the Tryal of a famous Diſtiller 
of Port- a- Doun, at Armagh Aſſizes, about five 
Years ago, for the Murder of ſeveral Perſons, who 
all died immediately on drinking his Whiſky. 
He was acquitted on producing his Receipt, which 
he got from an Engliſh Gin-ſeller ; which directed 
the Infuſion of Nux - vomica, and ſome other per- 
nicious Drugs, whereby the Quantity and Strength 
of the Spirits were much increaſed. It appeared 
that this ſame poiſoning Vagabond had gone round 
the North, and poſſibly other Parts of Ireland, 
ſelling this profitable Receipt to the ſeveral Diſtil- 
lers, at half a Guinea from each, and a Promiſe 
of keeping the Secret. 

SURELY no Creature upon Earth, but a Dram- 
drinker, can be ſo beſotted as to ſwallow Excre- 
ment, and the Juices of putrified Corpſes, and to 
put his Life in the Power of Men who make fo 
light of Poiſoning. 

I have now ſet before you at large the 3 
Conſequences of Spirituous Liquors on our Conſti- 
tution, from which you may obſerve, how juſtly 
Men are puniſned, who not being contented 
«© with thoſe wholeſome Liquors, which God 
e hath kindly tempered with ſuch a due Propor- 
« tion of Strength, as, (if taken in Moderation) 
«© would make their Hearts glad, have invented 
a baneful Spirit,” thereby converting that, 
which was ordained in its natural State for their 
Nouriſhment, into Poiſon. The Gifts of Heaven 
thus perverted do, in God's juſt Judgment, be- 
come Death to the ungrateful Abuſers of them. 

Maxx ingenious Perſons have laboured to find 
| aut 
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out the natural Cauſe, why the northern Hive has 


not, in theſe later Ages, ſent out ſuch vaſt Swarms 
as formerly overſpread all Europe, Aſia the Leſs, and 
the Coaſt of Africa. The principal Reaſon ſeems 
to be, that, in thoſe Ages, our Anceſtors were 
content with the natural Juices of Vegetables, 
which are congenial to our Blood, Chemyſtry 
was not then known. But fince this Art has been 
employed to conjure up theſe diabolical Spirits 


from Hell, the human Race has been continually ' 


declining. We ſee that the Young of all other 
Animals generally thrive and grow up to Matu- 
rity. Yet the Youth of the human Race, which 
is formed to live to ſeven Times the Age of other 
Animals, is nipped in the Bud. Scarce the fourth 
Part arrives to Maturity. To what can this un- 
happy Difference be owing; but either to ſome 
ſtrange Miſmanagement of Children : the ſuck- 
ling them with inflamed unwholefome Milk : or 
ſome Corruption in their Parents Blood, by ſpi- 
ritucus Liguors, or ſuch like Taint ? 
Vitio parentum, Rara Juventus. 

Tur drinking of ſpirituous Liquors is attended 
with fatal Conſequences with Reſpect to Religion 
and moral Virtue. Theſe are Conſiderations of an 


high Nature, and which muſt have a due Weight 


with all who really believe that they have immor- 


tal Souls. If Men can debaſe themſelves to be 


Atheiſts, they may then folace their brutified Souls 
with this Maxim, Let us drink To-day, for 
+ To-morrow we die.” But to believe that we 
have immortal Spirits deſigned for eternal Happi- 
_ and to deſot theſe, is the moſt ſhocking Ab- 

ſurdity 
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furdity. But it has been ſufficiently ſhewn already, 
how the drinking of /pirituous' Liquors brings this 


about. It prevents all ſerious Thoughts, and 


eradicates from the Hearts of Men every pious 
Sentiment. This Kingdom was once called the 
Iſland of Saints. How is; it changed? The 
North was particularly remarkable for Piety, and 


for preſerving a Senſe of Religion, not only in 


public, but in private Families. But ſince the 
Increaſe of ſpirituous Liquors, we hear no more, 
in our Villages and Houſes, the Melody of Hymns 
and Pſalms, and ſpiritual Songs; but the roaring 
Songs of Drunkards, or blaſphemous Execrati- 
ons, are heard in our Streets. 

As no human Society can ſubſiſt without Re- 
ligion, no Wonder that moral Virtue ſhould be 
borne down by the ſame evil Habit. Is there 
any one of the ſocial Virtues which has not been 
blaſted by this evil Spirit ? 

Tre Man, whoſe Head is heated by 8 


loſes all natural Affection; and being a King in 


his own Eyes, forgets Reſpect to his Superiors, 
in Church and State; and acquires, by Degrees, 
a De Impudence, a r of Behavi- 
our. 

Soinitnns Liquors, by fuming the Brain, 


; hurry Men into Anger, Quarrels, Wounds with- 
cout Cauſe, and, what is moſt ſhocking, horrid 


Murders. I may appeal to my Lords the Judges, 
for the Truth of this; and whether, or not, the 
Trials of Murders, in their ſeveral Circuits, are 
not encreaſed Quadruple ſince the drinking of 
Whiſky has become ſo common. In ſome 
Counties, half a Dozen Murders tried at one 

= Bl  Afﬀizes. 
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Aſſizes. And what is ſtill more dreadful, ſcarce 
eny of the Murderers convicted, how fully fo 


ever the Facts are proved; the Jurors being 


too often byaſſed in Favour of Men who commit 
Murder, when drunk with Whiſky, from the 
Conſideration, that they may happen to be on 


their own Trial, for the like Crime, at the next 


Aſſizes. 


Tunis miſtaken Pity in Jurors is of fatal Con- 


ſequence, in as much as it has encouraged the 


Commiſſion of many Murders; and a vigorous 


Execution of the Laws is the only Means left to 
bring Men to their Senſes, who have their Con- 


ſciences ſeared, through the Uſe of burning Spi- 


rits, againſt all other Conſiderations. 
Tur Effect which fpirituous Liquors have in 
inflaming the Membranes and the whole Syſtem 


of the Nerves, naturally diſpoſes the Drinkers of | 


them to all Kinds of Uncleanneſs, to Whore- 


doms, Rapes, Adulteries : The hot Drunkard 
has no Senſe of Chaſtity. But when the Habit 


of drinking Spirits ſeizes the Women, what De- 


bauchery, what ſhocking Proſtitutions does it 


produce? A Woman, overtaken with Intempe- 
rance, had, formerly, ſome Chance to eſcape 


with her Virtue, from that natural Abhorrence 


Men had of a drunken Woman. But ſince the 
Men, by drinking of this inchanting Cup, are 


_ themſelves transformed into Swine, even the 


beaſtly Figure of a drunken Woman 1s no longer 


her Protection. How ſhocking then is that Cuſ- 
tom, Which has, of late, prevailed among the 


young Women, and Spinſters, to which they 


e led c on by the elder Women?” No ſooner do 


they 
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they come into the Market, but away they are 
hurried to the Whiſky-houſe. There they fit 
down promiſcuouſly, Men and Women, to 
Drams, until their Paſſions are all on Fire. What 
Madneſs is this? Is it not playing at the Hole 
of the Aſp? Sleeping at the Door of the Lion's 
Den? 

Tux Tendency which /pirituons Liquors have 
to introduce Thefts, and Robberies, and to lay 
waſte all private Property, has been fully ſet 
forth by the ingenious public-ſpirited Juſtice 
Fielding. | 

THese Liquors enervate the Body, and make 
it unfit for Labour: And, at the ſame Time, 
there is a continual Craving. The Stomach, once 
accuſtomed to Drams, like the Horſe-leech, ſtill 
cries, Give, give. The poor Wretch, diſtracted 
by theſe continual Cravings of his depraved 
Appetite, muſt run all Riſks to ſatisfy them. 
Hence Servants are led to embezzle their Maſters 
Goods. A Servant, addicted to Drunkennels, 
never yet failed in the End to turn out a Thief. 
Others ſteal at large more boldly. And what 
Numbers. of more daring Tempers break out 
deſperately into the high Roads? Not to ſpeak 
of Foot-pads, and occaſional Robbers, if we 
look into the Hiſtories of all thoſe infamous 
Gangs that have infeſted different Parts of Jre- 
land, we ſhall find that Brandy, or Whiſky, was 
the Spirit that animated all theſe Gangs: The 
very Soul of their wicked Confederacy ; the Ce- 
ment that united them ; the Opiate that made 
them die hard at the Gallows, and lr headlong, 


without thinking, into Hell. 
D 2 Tank 


factures, by introducing Sloth and idle Habits, 
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FRomM what hath been ſaid already, it may, in 
Part, appear, That the Uſe of ſpiritubus Liquors 
is deſtructive to our political, as well as to our 
religious and moral Intereſts, Yet under this Head © 
I ſhall beg Leave to offer ſome farther Confider- © 
ations, that may clearly demonſtrate. it to be the 
. Wiſdom of a Nation, tenacious of its Trade, and 
jealous of its Liberties, utterly to extirpate all 
Spirituous Liquors; or, at leaſt, to render them * 
very difficult to be come at. „. 4 
Wisk States keep conſtantly in View theſe 
three principal Points. To increaſe the Number 
of Inhabitants; to keep them well employed, 
and ſo to make them Rich; and to preſerve 
them in good Humour, in a Temper amenable 


to the Laws. Without the firſt, a State ſickens 


and dies away. Without the ſecond, even the 4 
Number of People is a Burthen. And without | 
the third, even Riches are a Curſe to Society, as 
they make Men inſolent, and conſequently more 
capable of doing Miſchief. : 
J have already ſhewn, how ſpirituous Liquors | 
continually decreaſe the Number of our Inhabi- | 
tants. They are not leſs ruinous to our Manu- 


and thus inhancing the Price of Labour, whereby 
Foreigners are enabled to underſel us, even in 
our own Markets. This Evil is grown to a great 
Height, the Price of Labour and Spinning, is 
within theſe three Vears, ſince the abounding of 
ſpirituous Liquors, riſen more than a third in the 
North, and, unleſs remedied, muſt, in a ſhort 
Time, utterly deſtroy our Linen Manufacture. 
Another great Difficulty laid on our Manufac- 


_ tures 


E | 
tures is, from the enormous Deſtruction of Bread- 
corn, the Staff of Life, by the Diſtillers. This 
Dragon Whiſky has laid its Claws on every Kind 
of Corn, on our Barley, on our. Wheat, on our 
Oats, and, of late, even on our poor innocent 
Potatoes, out of which laſt a very ſtrong Spirit is 
now extracted; inſomuch that nothing is like to 
be left for the Poor to eat. Bread is generally 
dearer in Ireland than in London. We, in plen- 
tiful Years, import an hundred thouſand Pounds 
worth of Bread-Corn. And as, by a late Har- 
veſt, we are threatened with a Famine, gene- 
rally once every four or five Years, we ſhould 
all miſerably periſh, were it not for the Supplies 
wie receive from Great Britain, America, and all 
Corners of the World, at the Expence of all the 
Riches we gain by our ManufaQtures. We 
have, frequently, theſe diſmal Scenes before our 
Eyes; yet, theſe Grave-diggers, theſe Canni- 
| bals, theſe Man-eaters, who prey on the very 
vital Blood of their Country, will not lay it to 
Heart | oye oO Tg 

Here, I hope, my dear Country will forgive 
me, if, through a fervent Zeal for its Happi- 
neſs, I cannot forbear ſtanding aſtoniſhed at the 
ſtrange Inconſiſtencies in our political Meaſures. 
We, every Seſſion of Parliament, have ſome 


good Laws made for the Encouragement of our _ 


Manufactures : Yet we ſuffer the Bread to be 
wantonly deſtroyed that muſt ſupport them. 
Our excellent Patriots of the DuBLIN Society, 
are, with unwearied Pains, encouraging Til- 
lage, and all ufeful Arts, Yet theſe Arts, and 

Improvements, 
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Improvements, are defeated, by the worſt Spe- 
cies of Luxury. Our IN coRPORATED Society 
are indefatigable in their Care to increaſe the 
Number of loyal and uſeful Proteſtants, by 
training up the Children of the poor Natives in 
true Religion and Induſtry. Our Legiſlature, 
by a noble Benevolence, a Greatneſs of public 
Spirit, ſuperior to what ever was exerted by 


any other .Nation, has, by a perpetual Law, 


made Ireland the Afylum of all foreign Proteſ- 


tants, and entitled them to all the Privileges of 


free-born Subjects. Yet we can patiently - ſee 
our Inhabitants deſtroyed, and all theſe noble 
Deſigns for the public Good blaſted, by a noi- 
ſome peſtilential Spirit, that not only walketh 


in Darkneſs, but * in the Noon- 
Day. 


May the Almighty God give us Grace, that 


we may not only perceive, and know, what 
Things we ought to do, but alſo may have 


Power to fulfil the ſame 
Tux third Point which the Wiſdom of Go- 
vernment keeps in View, is, the preſerving of 


the Subjects in good Humour; in a Temper 


amenable to the Laws. Spirituous Liquors en- 
tirely defeat this Intention. He that gets drunk 


with Ale is a ſtupid inoffenſive Sot ; but the 


Man who has his Brain inflamed with hot Spirits, 


is above the Laws, is a Madman, a Lion let 
looſe, ready for every Miſchief. It is frightful 


for a ſober Man to travel into ſome Market- 
Towns in the Evening of a Market; but eſpe- 


- cially on a F air-Day ; - Where he meets on the 


Roads 5 
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Roads ſo many wretched Creatures, that are 
fitter for the cloſeſt Cells in Bedlam, than to be 
let looſe among Men. What Outrages are com- 
mitted at Country Feaſts? At Races, at Cock- 
Fights? What Havock at Funerals? In 


Countries, where the Spirit of Whiſky prevails, | 


the Spirit of the Laws is laid aſleep. Not only 
the poor Revenue Officers feel this to the Peril 
of their Lives, (for to bait them like Bears is 
the Sport of the Mob) but even the Magiſtrates, 
and other Civil Officers, are inſulted. It is 
notorious to every one that there are many 
Diſtricts wherein a Magiſtrate dare not iſſue a 
Warrant : No Sheriff can execute a Proceſs : If 
a notorious Whiſky-drinker is enquired after 
for Debt, for a Breach of the Peace, or for 
Murder, his Fellow-Drunkards raiſe the Coun- 
try to defend him. And when once ſurrounded 
by his Guards, he is as great as a Tartar 
A 

Have not Sheriffs, at the Head of the Poſſe 
of the County, been ſhot at, or knocked down ? 
Have not Felons and Murderers been reſcued 
from the Gallows? Were not our Legiſlators 
obliged, the very laſt Seſſion of Parliament, to 
make a new Law to prevent ſuch Diſturbances ? 
All which is found ineffectual. Yet all theſe 
Evils might at once be cured, only by one 
ſingle Act, to prohibit the Uſe of - /pirituous 
Liquors; or, at leaſt, to lay them under ſevere 
Reſtraints. 

. Tarxse are the pernicious ene of 


herrin, Liquors, which our Govetnors have to 
| . ſtruggle 
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ſtruggle with; and wherein the Intereſts of 
many particular Perſons - are involved. But 
there is one great general Evil which affects all. 

Tur is, The 3 of lofing our Li- 
% berties.“ 

'Tars alarms the moſt beſotted Drintkard; 
who | is Proof againſt all other Arguments. | 

He yawns, and opens his Eyes, and cries 
out, My Liberties — What? ſhall I ever be- 
„ come a Slave? I, who have ſat up ſo many 
“Nights, and ſwallowed ſo many Bumpers of 


« ſtrong Spirits to the glorious Cauſe of Li- 


„ berty! No; ſurely! tell me no ſuch Flim- 
e flam Story. It is not, it cannot be — Give 
«© me the other Dram. Huzza, for the Cauſe 
„of Liberty 85 

* Britons ever ſhall be "CAL 


3, 


Amen! I pray God we may be fo! vet 


know, ye Dram-drinkers, that no Conſequence 
1s more natural, or can be more eaſily demon- 
ſtrated. 


Ir Thefts, Robberies, : Riots, and Murders 


ſhould increaſe; if, through the Madneſs of the 
People, the Laws, made for the Protection of 
our Lives and Properties, cannot be executed 


by the Civil Magiftrate ; there is no Alternative 


left; but either to veſt the Magiſtrate with' a 
more abſolute Power, and ſupport his Authority 
by a military Force; or to let the Government 


be diſſolved; and fall into Anarchy. | Deſpotic 


Power is one of the greateſt Evils that ever 
befel Mankind; ; yet there i is one Evil ſtill worſe, 
that 
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that is Anarchy, in which every Man is a lawleſs 
Tyrant, and, at the ſame Time, a Slave. 

Tuis is an Evil, which, I truſt in God, will 
never befal us : And, God be thanked, we have 
both wiſe and faithful Guardians of our Liber- 
ties to prevent it, and a moſt gracious Prince, 
who, ſhould ſuch a Sacrifice be offered to him, 
would reject the inhuman Victim with Deteſta- 
tion. Vet it is not the Merit of the riotous 
Drunkard, but the Virtue of our Rulers, that 
Things are not come to this Paſs. 

Ver if we ſhould eſcape this Danger from 
within, how can we hope to eſcape that Slavery, 
that, on ſome Emergencies, threatens us from 
Abroad ? Is there not a mighty neighbouring 
Monarchy, which has often threatened the Li- 
berties of Europe; that is continually encreaſing 
its Power, and watching for Opportunities to 
devour us ? 

Our Security againſt this Danger, which is 
always at Hand, is, under God, the manly 
Courage of the Inhabitants of theſe Iflands. 
But if the Habit of drinking /pirituos Liquors 
goes on, our Courage will abate; it will ener- 
vate and diſſipate all our Powers: And then, 
like the effeminate Perfians of old, we ſhall fall 
a Prey to the firſt daring Alexander. And, in 
Truth, after Men have once ſold themſelves to 
be Slaves and Sots to their Vices, and the Devil, 
it is no great Matter whether the French, the 
Pope, or the Pretender, or any other Power, play 
the Tyrant over them. 
E „ 


ii 

AWAKE, awake, my Friends, to a Senſe of 
Liberty! I ſpeak to you, my North- country 
Brethren, the Sons of the brave Aſſertors of the 
Liberties of their Country. Did your Fathers, 
who fo bravely defended: London-derry, and En- 
niſkillen, againſt the united Forces of King 
James and Lewis the XIVth, abandon theinſelves 
to drinking of Drams? No! A nobler | Spirit 
warmed and animated their Courage. A Love 


to their Country. This made them bear, with 


unparallelled Patience, Hunger and Thirſt, and 


all the Diſtreſſes of War. The few Remains 


of theſe brave Men, who are yet among us, 
maintain ftill hardy Conſtitutions ; they appear, 
after all the Storms of Time, like ſo many old 
Oaks; and ſome of them are able, in their 
great old Age, to undergo more Fatigue than 
their Dram-drinking enfeebled Poſterity. 

I am very ſenſible, that, againſt all. that has 
been ſaid of the pernicious Conſequences of ſpiri- 
tuous Liquors, and the Reaſons for aboliſhing them, 


ſome very plauſible Objections have been made; 


and the more ſo, as Men are more than' ordi- 
narily ingenious in finding out Reaſons, or, 
rather, the Appearances of Reaſons, for what- 
ever they greatly like. Theſe Objections I ſhall 


ſet in their full Strength; that every one may 


fairly weigh their Force. 

1}, Ir has been ſaid, that the Uſe of ſpiritu- 
eus Liquors is neceſſary in a cold Climate, to ſup- 
ply the Want of the Heat of the Sun, which 
meliorates and ripens the natural Juices of 
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Plants to an higher Degree of Perfection in 
warmer Climates: And more eſpecially, if thoſe 
cold Climates abound with moiſt Vapours, as in 
Ireland. Under this Head, it has been farther 
alledged, that however pernicious Brandy, or 
other foreign Spirits, may be to us, yet 1rijb 
Whiſky is of a more wholeſome Nature. That 
< it dries more, and inflames leſs, than any 
*© other Spirits.” And that, in Conſequence of 
this good Quality, ſome Whiſky-Drinkers live 
to a great Age. 

Tris ' plauſible Argument I ſhall conſider 
particularly. After firſt obſerving, that the like 
Kind of Argument, for the Uſe of Spirits, is 
uſed by our Planters, who live in the Torrid 
Zone. | 

Tur ſay, that the Heat of the Sun occa- 
ſions ſo great a Perſpiration, that, unleſs the 
continual Waſte of the animal Spirits be ſup- 
plied by /prrituous Liquors, it would be impoſſible 
for Men to ſubſiſt. So that, though, in other 
hot Climates, Men live with great Health, and 
in high Spirits, on Water and ſmall Beverages, 
there is that particular Infelicity in our American 
Iſlands, that they cannot, without the Peril of 
their Lives, live ſoberly in them. Let the 
Climate be hot or cold, moiſt or dry, we 
cannot think of parting; with this r Nec- 
tar. 

Tre Truth of the Matter, as it is well 
known to all thoſe who are acquainted with the 
animal OEconomy, is this; that the Health and 

E 2 Vigour 
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Vigour of our Conſtitution does not depend on 


the great Strength and Spirit contained in our 


Aliments ; but on their being wholeſome in 


their Nature, congenial to our Blood, and 
duly digeſted. Whatever Mixture exceeds the 


natural Heat of our Blood is pernicious to us, 
in a juſt Proportion to the greater or leſſer De- 
grees wherein it exceeds the natural Warmth. 
Nature, in ordinary Caſes, requires nothing to 
force or precipitate its Operations. Men, by 
bad Habits, may bring themſelves to make that 
neceſſary, which, in a natural State, would be 


Poiſon. It 1s remarkably the Caſe of them who 
uſe Opium ; by Degrees they come to that Paſs, 


that they cannot ſleep. without ten Times the 


Doſe that would kill an ordinary Perſon. The 


ſame 1s the Caſe of the Drinkers of Spirits, who 
muſt continually increaſe the Doſe. Whereas, 
let the Climate be what it will, had they, in 
the Beginning, left Nature to its own Operati- 
ons, they would never have felt the leaſt Occa- 
fion for theſe Helps. Who are more chearful 


than the Temperate? Do any Men preſerve 


the Vigour of Youth ſo long? Are there any 
who live to ſo great an Age? Here, and there, 
happen ſome Inſtances of Drinkers of Spirits 
who live to an advanced Age, through the great 


natural Strength of their Conſtitution. But had 
_ theſe Men obſerved the Rules of Temperance, 
they might, according to the Coutſe of Nature, 


have lived much longer. They might have 


been PARRS, had hey obſerved old PARR's 


Rules. 
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Rules, In the mean Time, how many Thou- 
ſands of young Drinkers of Spirits have theſe 
hardened Veterans laid low ? 

As to what has been ſaid of the vatticulir 
Virtue of Whiſky, or Uſquebagh, it is proved, 
by inconteſtable Experiments, to be falſe : And 
| that „ all diſtilled fermented Spirits are equally 
F 4 pernicious, in Proportion to their Strength.“ 
5 When this Kingdom was overgrown with 

Woods, and the Air ſtagnated and corrupted 
by large extended Marſhes, the old Jriſb Bul- 
caan, When reduced to but a few Degrees warmer 
than the Blood, might be of ſome Uſe, But 
the Caſe is now quite different. Thoſe Evils 
are now removed, and our Air is, generally, as 

pure as in Great Britain; _ in a few ſwampy 

Places. 

BesiDe, when any Thing is wanted to add 

Warmth to the Blood, or Strength to the Sto- 
mach, all thoſe, who have not chilled their 
Blood by hot Spirits, have a more effectual and 
ſafe Remedy at Hand. Soft Ale made of ſmall 
Barley, which is kindly cooling, and chearing 
to the Blood. And for this wholeſome bal- 

 famick Drink, we have, in the North eſpecially, 
as good Barley as in the World, which is de- 

ſtroyed, and turned into nn by the Diſtil- 
denn.. 

1 extraordinary Caſes, n the Stomach, 
or Bowels, require an immediate Relief, every 
Man may have, out of his own Garden, Non- 
ardent Spirits, ſuch as Milk-Water, Pennyroyal- 
Mater, 
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W ater, Peppermini-Water, and the like. Theſe 
fully, and immediately, anſwer all the Purpoſes 
for which the Uſe of Drams can be pleaded. 
The Virtue of the Herb, which Chemiſts call 
the Eſſential Oil, is preſerved in them: And 
they have none of that fiery Quality of other 


diſtilled Liquors which have gone through a 


ſtrong Fermentation. The Uſe of violent Cor- 
dials to force Nature, when ſinking in deſperate 
Fits, can be no Precedent. 

So this whole Objection, how able ſoever, 
when particularly conſidered, has as little real 
Strength in it as the Diſtiller's Smoke. 


ANorHER Objection againſt the Diſuſe of 


ſpirituous Liquors is taken from the great Da- 

mage ſuch Diſuſe might occaſion to thoſe who 
make conſiderable Gain by the preſent great 
Conſumption ; more particularly to our foreign 
Trade, to our Sugar Colonies, to our Tillage, 
and Diſtillers. 


To this Objection it might ſuffice to make 


one general Anſwer : That if theſe . /pirituous 
Liquors are really deſtructive to the human Con- 
ſtitution, as, 1 hope, has been fully demon- 
ſtrated, no private Gain to particular Perſons 


ought to be put in the Scale with the public 


Miſchief. In the Kingdom of Nubia in Ethiopia, 


there is a certain ſtrong Poiſon ſold at ten Ducats 


an Ounce ; of which the tenth Part of a Grain 
is ſufficient: to kill a Man in a Quarter of an 
Hour. This brings in conſiderable. Riches to 
the Owners, and a vaſt Revenue to the King. 

"Let 


2 - 4 K 2 . * 2 2 — 
2 ot oe {LS 2 
2 * 2 8 * r 


31 ] 


Vet no one ever made Uſe of this Argument 


to perſwade the Inhabitants to ſwallow it. Even 
thoſe Barbarians are ſo cautious, as to oblige 
the Merchants, who buy it, to give Security 


that none ſhall be diſpoſed of within Reach 


of their Country. But to enter more particu- 
larly into this Objection. | 
Tx firſt Perſons who are like to ſuffer by 


the Diſuſe of ſpirituous Liquors are the French. 


With them, it muſt be owned, we drive a great 


Trade. We ſend them yearly our Money, and 


vaſt Quantities of Beef; and, I fear, ſome 
Wool, to enrich them at Home, and feed their 
Sugar Colonies, which are ruining ours ; while 
our own poor Natives are, for Want of their 
native Beef and Manufacture, left to ſtarve,” in 
Rags, on Potatoes and Buttermilk. In Return 
for this, the French ſend us vaſt Quantities of 
Brandy. This, they pour in plentifully, not 
only into our Ports, but into our Bays and 


Creeks, and all our Sea-Coaſts. It 1s the 
Heighth of Complaiſance in us, towards this 


polite Nation ; firſt, for their Sakes, to reduce 


our own People to a ſtarving Condition; and 
then, in great Charity, to give them the Coupe de 
Grace, and let them be poiſoned. And, on the 
French Part; it is a ſtrong Reach of Policy, in 


this Nation which has long aimed at univerſal 
Monarchy, to make themſelves great by ener- 


vating us; that when we are ſufficiently re- 


duced, we may fall the more eaſy Prey to the 
Conqueror. | 
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Tus, as Divines tell us, it is the Policy of 


that Grand Monarch, Apollyon, firſt to ſeduce, 


and then to deſtroy. 
THe next who are ſuppoſed to ſuffer by ſuch 


a Diſuſe, are the Planters in our Sugar-Iſlands. 
Perhaps they may. But is it not enough for us 


to loſe a great Number of our Inhabitants, who 


go into thoſe Colonies, and ſeldom live to return, 
but we muſt alſo import Poiſons from thence to 
deſtroy them who remain at Home ? | 

Yer, if we conſider the true Intereſt of our 
Colonies, we ſhall find that our Sugar Plantati- 
ons would not ſuffer, if the Importation of their 
Rum into any of his Majeſty's Dominion was 
totally prohibited. 

1 have been informed by the Planters them- 
ſelves, that a great Part of what is diſtilled into 


Spirits, might be purified and reduced into 


good Sugar, on which they might have nearly as 
much Profit as on the Rum. This is an uſeful 
Commodity, exceeding wholeſome, and neceſ- 
ſary to us: But grown ſo dear in Ireland of late, 
ſince the great Increaſe of Rum, that if the 
Price ſhould be more inhanced, our Smuglers 


will be tempted to bring it to us from the French 
Colonies, and, conſequently, ruin one principal 


Channel of the Trade of our own Iſlands. 
THe Dregs that remain, may be diſtilled into 
Spirits for other Purpoſes than Drinking. And 
if they muſt be exported for this Purpoſe, there 
are colder Climates enough, whence there will 
be always a ſufficient Demand for them, and 
| where 
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where, after being properly reduced, they 
might not be altogether ſo deſtructive. As I 
believe Spirits to be extremely pernicious, I 
cannot bear the inhuman Thought of tempting 


any Nation on the Earth with them. But ſurely 


thoſe who have not an univerſal Benevolence to 


Mankind, ought, at leaſt, to ſpare their Coun- 


try, and imitate the Wiſdom of the Nubians. 


Tur laſt Inconveniency under this Objection, | 


and which, indeed, would more neatly affect 
us, is the Diſcouragement this Scheme might 


bring on our Tillage, and, conſequently, the 
Reductions of Rents and Tythes. « What!“ 


ſay ſome Men, „ ſhall our Legiſlature, by Pre- 
„ miunfs on the Exportation of Corn, and by 


% the Penalty of five Pou nds in the Acre on 


6c every Landholder who does not plow five 


«© Acres out of every hundred Acres of arable 


Lang, uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to promote 


69: Tillage ? "Shall thoſe worthy Patriots, the 
„% Duklix Socttry, by their large Premiums, 


« ftrive to Promote the ſfime? And ſhall all 
4 theſe. public-ſpirited Deſigns be knocked 


„ in the Head? Shall the Gentlemen, who 
% have enough ado to live by their Eſtates, 
«© be obliged | to reduce their Rents ? Shall 


the Clergy have their Tythes turned into a 
„Drug? Shall the poor Huſbandmen, who 


« ate already oppreſſed with heavy Rents, be 
cc beggared, by having no Vent for their Grain; 
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[ 34 ] 
« and all this to gratify an imaginary Conceit, 
that our Home diſtilled Spirits are hurtful to 
& us? Let all foreign Spirits be baniſhed : But 
„ Whiſky, a. roa, (ang lice, beloved) the dear 
* Promoter of our County's Improvement, we 
vill never part with you.“ 

Tuis popular Argument hath great Influ- 
ence; and it is pretty much owing to it, that 
the Country Farmers, as well as the Diſtillers, 
bait the poor Exciſe Officers, and look on them 
as the common Enemies of the Country. 

Tuis Argument might be urged with a better 
Grace, if the Fact alledged to ſupport it were 
not groundleſs. It is true, great Encourage- 


ment has been given to Tillage. But have 
either the Rewards or Penalties produced hither- 


to. the defired Effect ? It is a notorious Fact, 
that two Thirds of the Inhabitants of Ireland 
live on Potatoes. | And all the Corn in the 
| Kingdom is not ſufficient to give Bread, as 


Matters now ſtand, to the other Third. Look 
into the Cuſtom houſe Books. When do you 
ſee any Corn exported ? What vaſt Quantities 


are yearly imported ? 


Tris waſting . Conſumption, and the French 


Trade, which carry off what we gain by our 


Linen Manufacture, muſt hinder this Nation 


from thriving: 


|  BvrT let us go a Step farther, and ſuppoſe 
that our Premiums and Penalties happily took 


Place, 
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Perfection as we can wiſh, Even in this Caſe 
4 total Prohibition of Spirituous Liquors would be 


for our Advantage, by promoting a far greater 


Conſumption of Grain, (but in a wholeſome 
Way) than at preſent. | 

As we are now circumftanced, our Grain is 
turned into Spirits ; inſomuch that ſcarce a Drop 
of good Ale is to be got even in our Market 
Towns, but what is imported from England. 
In the common Inns, in many Parts of the King- 
dom, a Traveller muſt either drink M hiſiy 


and Water, or want. As to the Houſes in the 


Country, not one Family in one Hundred has a 


Cup of Malt Liquor, even where our Manufac- 


tires are ſpread. The Farmer's poor induſtri- 
ous Wife, and Children and Spinners, have, 
generally, no other Drink than Water or ſour 


Milk, whilſt he, on a Market-Day, riotouſly 
| ſpends as much in Whiſky as would ſupport 
his Family comfortably through the Week; 
_ unleſs the Huſband ſometimes, in a generous 
Fit, brings Home a Bottle to treat his Family. 
Bor were theſe pernicious Spirits baniſhed, 
the Grain, that is converted into them, would 


be brewed into Ale; People would meet with 
wholeſome Refreſhments in our public Houſes ; 


and the Farmer, who is now beggared by his 


Intemperance, would be able to afford himſelf, 


and his Family, Malt Drink at Home, as in 
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England. And ſo at once to rejoice, with, and 
reward, them for their Induſtry. , ,,. 
Tux laſt important Objection againkt . the 
Diſuſe of ſpirituous Liquors, is the vaſt Decreaſe 
this might occaſion in his Majeſty's Revenue. 

Tuis Objection might be urged: with, a great 
Shew of Reaſon in Great-Britain,, where the 
national Debt is very great, and there are fo 
many Supplies neceſſary for the Support of the 
Government. But even there; under all theſe 
Difficulties, that brave public-ſpirited Nation, 
which regards the Happineſs . of the People 
more than any preſent Emolument, have laid 
ſpiritubus Liquors under a Kind 55 Fronbitiom 


by the late Acts. 0 16 ad. 


THz can be little Room for fach an Obs 
jection in this Kingdom, where our national 
Debt is reduced to a Trifle, by his Majeſty's 
 Generoſity : And where the Ways and Means 
of reimburſing his Majeſty, for ſuch a Loſs, are 
yet entire. 


IT was the wicked Counſel of Haman, the 


Enemy of the Jews, to King Abaſuerus, that 


he would permit him to deſtroy the Jewiſh 
Nation : And that, in Recompence, he would 


give the King ten thouſand Talents of Silver. 


God be praiſed | we have no ſuch wicked Coun- 


ſellors : And if any ſuch ſhould ariſe ; it would 


juſtly bring on him Haman's Fate, from the 


Reſentment of a moſt gracious King, who de- 


ſerves, 
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ſerves, at leaſt, in as high a Degree as any 
Prince who ſat, on the Brit; Throne, that glo- 
rious Title, TRE FATHER oF His PeopLE:;” 
Bur if we examine this Matter to the Bot- 


tons, we ſhall; fihd, chat, by tht Diſuſe of all 


ſpirituous Liquors, not only the People, who are 
in a fair Way to be deſtroyed, will be ſaved, 
but the aas s Revenue will be ere 
augmented. 

How high n the Duty may be on foreign 
Spirits, the Money brought into the Treaſury, 
from this Branch, bears no Proportion to the 
Quantities imported. In an Iſland . abounding 
with Bays, Creeks, mountainous Promontories, 
on all Sides, it is impoſſible for the Art of Man 
to prevent the Running of Spirits, if there 
were ten thouſand Revenue Officers. So that, 


upon a very moderate Calculation, we may 


reckon, that two Thirds of the Spirits which 
are , pay to his eds. no en at 
all. 


Aup, as to Home-difitled Spirits, the Caſe 


is, if poſſible, far worſe. It is inconceiveable 


how ingenious the Diſtillers are in their Frauds. 
How many hundred Stills are kept conti- 
nually going in Mountains, where no Officer 


can ſuſpect them, and, if he did, dare not 
come at them? What infamous Arts do they, 


who are under Licence, daily practiſe? Some 
have falſe Floors, ſome double Gabels; ſome 
og large 
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large Vaults in their Gardens, which riſe from 
the Ends of their Diſtilling-Houſes; ſome hid- 
den Pipes; ſome falſe Beds; nay, what is moſt 
ſhocking, ſome make Uſe of the moſt ſacred 
Forms of Religion to help them out in their 
Concealments. Some practiſe the new expe- 
ditious Method of making a Maſh of Malt, 
and Meal, and all Kinds of Stuff, and throwing 
it into the Still; and fo run off the Spirit, and 
convey it away in a few Hours, at fach Times 
as they are fure the Officer cannot be in the 
. 

By theſe and ſuch like Arts, if T may depend 
on the Accounts of the Exciſe Officers, it is fo 
ordered, that ſcarce a fourth Part of the Home- 
| diftilled Spirits pays any Exciſe. 
Dip Men allow themſelves to think impar- 
' tially, they would ſoon be convinced, that 
defrauding the King of his juſt Revenue is one 
of the greateſt of Crimes; a far greater Crime 
than ſtealing the Property of a private Perſon. 
For he who ſteals from a private Perſon carries 
the Injury no farther. But he who robs the 
King of his Dues, does a Miſchief to all. He 
ſaps the Foundation of civil Society, by pur- 
loining thoſe Taxes, without which neither 
Government, nor civil Societies, can fubfift. 
One Man' has as good a Right to commit this 
| Crime as another; and ſhould all do it, there 
— be an End of the SONNY” How 


| odious 


[ 39 ] 
odious therefore ſoever Cuſtom has rendered 
the Name of an Informer, it is the Duty of every 
Man, who regards the very Being of his Coun- 
try, to hunt out of it, as a public Enemy, every 
one who makes a Trade of cheating the King. 

BuT wicked Men are ſo far from counting this 
a Crime, that they even boaſt of it, and many 
do not ſtop at Perjuries, 'to carry on | their 
Frauds more ſucceſsfully, 

Now were ſpirituous Liguors apes, all 
this Evil would be prevented. Men would, 
of Courſe, fall into the Brewing of Ale, which 
cannot be ſo eaſily concealed. Nor is it worth 
any one's while to run the Hazard of a Diſ- 
covery for any ſmall Advantage that might be 
got by the Concealments. When once the 


Brewing of Ale became general; the Damages | 


to the Revenue, by the Diſuſe of Spirits, would 
be amply repaired. And what is of more Con- 


ſequence, the Lives, the Virtue, the Peace of 


our People, and our Manufactures, would be 
all preſerved. 

Non is this a mere Theory, a ſanguine Hope 
of one who delights in the Proſperity of his 
Country. It is true in Fact: It is verified by 
Experiment. S 

I am well informed by a 1 
whoſe Employment lay in the Town of Liſburne, 
that the Inhabitants of that flouriſhing Town, 


obſerving the great Miſchief done by /pirituous _ 


Liquors 
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Liquors to the People and Manufactures in other 
Places, wiſely reſolved to diſcourage' the ſetting: 
up of Stills, or the Uſe of any /pirituous Liquors 
in the Place. In Conſequence of which, Manu- 
factures flouriſh; there is none of that Barbarity 
nor Fieroeneſs of Manners, too viſible in other 
Places; the People, even of the Country around, 
are diſtinguiſned for their Civility; excellent 
Ale is brewed, with which they are innocently 
cheary and happy. And the Exciſe on the Ale 
amounts to an hundred and fifty Pounds a Month. 
Whereas if we may judge from the Example of 
other Towns, the whole Exciſe would probably 
not have amounted to the hg: nt, had Diſ-— 
ulling been encouraged. . 

Uro conſulting old Ciicers. of lou Ex- 
perience and high Rank in the Exciſe, I haue 
the Satisfaction of finding it to be their 
Opinion, „That if a Check were given to 
the Uſe of, pirituous Liguors, and the Brew- 
„ ing of Ale encouraged, it would 1 
« encreaſe his Majeſty's Revenue.” 

SHOULD ſuch an happy 3 become the 
general Practice, it is poſſible, that, at the 
Beginning, there might be ſome Deficiency in 
the Revenue. But the Wiſdom of. Parliament 
might ſoon. See this Loſs by ſome e 
Proviſion. 170 T Sti: | 35125007 

Fa be. the Prefoumption from me of, pojngs 
ing 0 out eng Methods' to worthy Patriots, who 

have 
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have been fo long the faithful Guardians of 
our Liberties, and, from the Experience of many 
Years, perfectly underſtand the moſt effeQtual 
Ways and Means of promoting his Majeſty's 
Rights, and the true Intereſts of the Kingdom. 


The Wiſdom of the Britiſb Parliament has ſet us 
an Example, which, perhaps, may, in ſome 
Reſpects, be improved on, and more imme- 


diately adapted to our Caſe. 

In this Addreſs, I carry my Boldneſs ho 
farther than to ſpeak to the People in general ; 
and to beſeech my dear Countrymen, as one 
who has their Happineſs entirely at Heart, to 
deſiſt from fpirituous Liquors, which are their 
Bane and their Death. 

Ir any able Patriot ſhould, againſt the next 


Seſſion of Parliament, prepare, and carry into 


Execution, ſome effectual Scheme; what 
Thanks, what Bleſſings! what immortal Fame 


would he deſerve from his Country ? If among 


the wiſe Romans; he, who ſaved the Life of 
a ſingle Citizen, was crowned :' what Honours 
would be due to the Man who reſcues his 
Country from Ruin? who faves the Lives of 
Thouſands yet unborn ? 

How great ſoever this Blefling is; we may 
well hope for it, under the auſpicious Reign 
of GrorGE the ſecond, and the Government 


of a Duke of Dorſet. 


I, there are any Drinkers of ſpirituous L1quors 


who can have ſo much Wiſdom and Virtue 


as to abandon the odious and pernicious Prac- 


tice: I publiſh the following Directions of an 
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1421 
eminent Phyſician of great Knowledge and 
Experience, as it is in the A to Dr. 
HalLEs's friendly Admonitioon. 

. Ons of the beſt Ways of leaving off the 


bad Habit of drinking Drams, is by Degrees 


to mix Water with the Dram, to leſſen the 


Quantity of the Dram every Day, and keep 
to the ſame Quantity of Water; till, in about 


the Courſe of a Week, nothing of the Dram 
Kind be uſed, along with the Water. By this 
Means the Perſon will ſuffer no Inconvenience, 
but reap great Benefit upon leaving off Drams, 
as has been try'd by many. 

Ir any Gnawing be felt in the Stomach upon 
leaving off Drams; a little hot Broth is a very. 
good Remedy. fo 

Tur Appetite always increaſes in a few Days 
after leaving off Drams; unleſs by the too long 


Continuance of them, the Tone of the Stomach 
1s deſtroyed. 


In which melancholy state, che beſt Remedy, 
next to the Bath Waters, is the following:: 
TAKE an Ounce of Elixir Proprietatis, three 


Drachms of Elixir of Vitriol, and one Drachm 
of Mynſight's Tincture of Steel; mix theſe toge- 
ther, and let the unhappy Sufferer take a Tea- 


Spoon full in a ſmall Wine-Glaſs of J/hite- 
Wine, if that can be afforded, or elſe Morm— 
wood-Ale, or a Cup of Camomile, or Carduus 
Tea, every Morning faſting, and every Even- 
ing. ; 
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vent, we ſhall find, that even a total Suppreſ- 


APPENDIX. 


Abſtract of the reſpective Quantities of Malt 
Liquors, and Home-diſtilled Spirits, for the 
Year 1752, taken from the Entries in the 
Books of the Exciſe Office. | 


Ale 20012776, Small Beer 7517010, Strong 
Waters 596090 Gallons, 


ET us now, for Argument's ſake, admit, 
that the whole Sum ariſing from the Duty 


on diſtilled Spirits was annihilated. How eaſy 


were it to find an Expedient for making good 
this Deficiency ; ſuppoſe, for Inſtance, by a ſmall 


additional Duty on Beer and Ale? But there 


does not appear to be the leaſt Danger of ſuch 


Deficiency on this' Account: For an Increaſe of 


Brewing, it is evident, muſt be the neceſſary 
Conſequence of a Reſtraint laid on Diſtilling; 
and the Duty now ariſing from the one, would 


be abundantly compenſated by the additional 
Conſumption of the other. This would be the 
Caſe, even upon a Suppoſition that the Duty on 


diſtilled Liquors was juſtly paid. But if we 


take into the Account the various Frauds com- 


mitted in the Diſtilling Buſineſs, and which the 
utmoſt Diligence and Circumſpection cannot pre- 


ſion 


„ 


1 22 — — 2234 
END % — OTE 


— 
- - „ es 


2 
— Z 


— — — 


, )—ꝙ—— — 
— — —ͤ—E— ——— - - 
5 1 — TM: — 


m 4442 2.7 COkrannt EEC 


- — "= 


„ 
— — - 


— . 
— — — — — — — — — 


—— — 
— OOO —— — p ˙¹d —_—_— 
= — "_— ——— * . ” 
- - — — 


[44] 


fon of the Still would be ſo far from lefſening 
his Majeſty's Revenue, that it would be the 


Means of conſiderably augmenting it; for it is 
a Certainty, almoft demonſtrable, that three 
Fourths of the Grain conſumed in Diſtilling are 
entirely concealed and pay no Duty at all; 
which being converted into Malt Liquor would 
produce a much larger Sum than at preſent ariſes 
from the whole Duty on Spirits. But as it is 
extremely difficult, if not impoſſible” to root out 
confirmed evil Habits at once, it may be ad- 
viſable to imitate the Jewyſh Lawgiver, (who 
permitted ſome Things to the 1/raelrtes for the 
Hardneſs of their Hearts) and reſtrain the Diſtill- 
ing Buſineſs to a particular Company in ſome 
principal Cities and Towns in each Province; 
and not leave it at large, as at preſent, to the 
Dregs of the People, who, without the leaft 
Remorſe, make it their daily Practice to defraud 


his Majeſty, and 281 his SubyeQts. 
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